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‘SSELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


The Selectmen charge themselves with the following, viz: 


‘Received from the Town Treasurer of 1873, $4,187 86 
E. G. Tuttle, collector of 1871, 67 57 

of interest on tax, 14 44 

#C.C.S. Stevens, collector, 1872 & 3, 618,32 

interest on tax, 42 il 


C. C. Smith, collector of 1874, 2,638 97 
Savings.Bank and Railroad tax and 


Literary money, 391 10 
United States bounty, 32 00 
Interest on State bonds, ou 25 
.B. F. Robinson, for use of hearse 

out of town, 10 00 
Total, $8,093 62 


The Selectmen credit themselves with the following : 


.Paid State tax, $956 00 
County treasurer, County tax, 952 00 


Notes and interest due different individuals, 2,895 49 
School dist. No, 1, M. W. Caverly, committee, 330 99 
1 ‘cs or 25 Geo We Smith, a 275 73 
oe ee ‘¢ 3, G. D. Hanson, 4° 268 41 
vA “ ‘C4, C. C: Se Stevens,” 142?'22 
W.C. Jackson, services as Superintending 
School Committee, 1874, 17.950 
“Town of Exeter, for supplies furnished Ma. 
Isaac Morse, 24 94. 
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Paid A Swain, damage done to sheep by dogs, oe TORR 
J. P. Thyng, for sheep killed by dogs, 10 00 
We Ls Rimpaa: vs fe % 15 00 
L. B. Gordon, ee ‘ A 10 00 
Marseilles, printing town reports, 18 00 
Ira Thyng, for wood delivered Mrs. Morse, 2 25 
James R. Yeaton, goods ‘ EK 3 24 
Geo. KH. Lane, books and stationery, 3 83 
for counsel, telegraphing, and for tramps, 5D 7D 
K. E. Flint, for 574 feet bridge timber, 6 31 
C.§. Tuck, for damage done to plough, Le 
Josiah Robinson, for 1136 feet bridge timber, 16 10 
D. Jewell, for bridge timber, 10 00: 
B. W. Sanborn & Co. for check lists and warrant, 60 
C. C. 8. Stevens, damage done to plough, 2 00 
R. H. Fellows, 914 ft. bridge timber, at 12 perM. 10. 96 
John 8. Stevens, damage on plough, 2 00 
A. W. Dudley, for 1075 feet bridge plank, 2150 
i. G. Flanders, damage on land to widen road, 26 00 
Joseph Miles, damage on shovel, dO: 
kK. Thurston, 490 feet pine plank at 17 per M. 8 33 
John W. Smith, services as town clerk, 16 00 

J Ai stationery and postage, i-A0 
* +; recording births and deaths, 2 00 
2 notifying jurors, 3 00 
D. F. Robinson, for going with the hearse fif- 
teen times, | 22.150 
G. W. Smith, 864 feet bridge timber, at 12 pr 31.10 36 
S. Thyng, 530 feet bridge plank/ at 18 per M. d 94 
Town of Exeter, for wood furnished Anna 
Dudley, 10 50 


Town of Exeter, for wood furnished Mrs. [.. 


Morse, AS 9%: 


Paid 5. 


Paid 


Thyng, breaking 
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G. D. Hanson, ‘‘ v6 66 
D. R. Parshley, *‘ 66 64 


S: Kimball 2d, <‘‘ ae 1873, 
Josian Robinson‘‘ be «6 


Aone Rowell 4 6° 66 
Frederick Robinson  ‘* 


ee ce 


W.L. Kimball, ‘° 
W. D. Robinson, ‘ 
J. Brown, es 
C. L. Fifield, . 
(ie Bartlett, © <'* 
Cray Watters: \ic* 
Wm. B. Jenness, *‘ 
Wim. Burley, se 
District. Noe. “28 
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ABATEMENTS. 


:. D. Hanson, on dog, 
O. Sanborn, - irl A abe 
D. R. Parshley, ‘* cow died, 
Josiah Robinson, ‘* dog,. 
J. Coleord, of taxed) 


R. L. Prescott, being over taxed in 1873-4. 


Hi. Swasey, on cow died, 
D. Colcord, “© poll, £8735 
6 


WW misihie Carlton, 
I. Follett, Oye, 8° 
EK. Hines, ke (ee 
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1875, 
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“Paid A. Smith, on poll 
Crp trickleng |) ee ea Se. 
a 66 SB eRe 
GOL, neo’ "dog and stock, 
David de.-Hunt, Ss. e* Mo. 
G. W. Rowe, ‘* ‘* dog and horse, 
J. ¥. Marshall, “ highway tax, 1871, 


J. ad. k.anson, 9** 66 66 a 
‘5. Hanson, 66 66 6 6 
D. Bartlett, heirs, 6 154 66 


Non resident, highway taxes worked out, 


Paid Orin Sanborn. 
or drawing off town accounts, 1873-4, 
- journey to Exeter, twice on town business, 
oF “¢ J. F. Robinson, Epping, 
Het *¢ Pick-pocket, 
73 ‘¢ B. Flanders, 
-services as Selectman, 


és ‘+ Treasurer, 
# taking births and deaths, 
3 enrolling Militia, 


journey to Concord and expenses, 
‘overseeing the poor, 
“services widening roads and making return, 


Paid HE. G. Flanders, 


For services as Selectman 
enrolling militia, 
taking births and deaths, 
journey to Haverhill and Lawrence, 
overseeing poor, 
services widening road, 
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Paid Joseph R: Rowe, 


For services as Selectman, 12 00: 
enrolling militia, 1 00: 
taking births and deaths, er te, OO 
overseeing poor, | 2 00 
services widening road, 2 00 


Cash, Bonds and Notes in the hands of Treasurer, 1636 66 


Sum total, $8,093 62 
ORIN SANBORN, Selectmen 
EPHRAIM G. FLANDERS, of 
JOSEPH R. ROWE, Brentwood. 


We, the undersigned, auditors, have examined the Select- 
men’s accounts, as exhibited to us, and find them correctly 
cast and properly vouched, and find in the hands of the 
Treasurer one thousand six hundred thirty-six dollars and 
sixty-six cents. 


Also, due from E. G. Tuttle, collector of 1871, 38 49 
¢¢ C.C. S. Stevens, ‘ 1872 & 3, 52 39 
oe C. C. Smith, 4 1874, 442 43 


Brentwood, February 20, 1875. 


J; Pi. THYNG; 
JOHN S. STEVENS, } Auditors. 
WM. B. JENNESS, 
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LIABILITIES OF THE TOWN, 
Frpruary 20, 1875. 


Note and interest due, } 120 56 
Balance due County on County tax, 103 95 
Wm. Copps, school tax for 1874, 1,31 


$225 82 


AVAILABLE RESOURCES. 


Due from Government, $1,648 00 
‘¢ property sold from farm, _ 7 84 

«6 &. G. Tuttle, collector, 1871, 38 49 

“¢ 6C. C.8. Stevens, collector, 1872 & 3, 52 Bo 

«6 6C. C. Smith, collector, 1874, 442 43 
Cash, Bonds and Notes in the hands of Treasurer, 1,636 66 
Interest on notes and bonds, 174 28 
Sum total, $4,000 09° 


Leaving a balance in favor of the town, February 
20, 1875, $3,774 24 


ORIN SANBORN, ) Selectmen 
E. G. FLANDERS, of 
JOSEPH R. ROWE, ) Brentwood. 


REPORT 


OF TUE 


Superintending School Committee. 


I would hereby present to the citizens of the town of Brentwood: 
my Report on the condition and progress of the Schools for the 
past year. 

Our Schools have, in my judgment, been favored with more than: 
usual prosperity and success. Our corps of teachers have been, I. 
may say, above the average. The commendations of a teacher is. 
most effectually secured by the good fruits of her labors. The 
‘“‘troublous times ” that sometimes afflict schools, have been es-- 
caped. A good feeling has generally prevailed, I believe, between 
teachers and pupils. 

DISTRICT NO. 1. 


This school has been, during the year, under the charge of Miss 
Emma 8. Judkins of Kingston, an experienced and faithful teacher. 
She has pursued her work quietly, but diligently. I would espes 
eially speak of the thoroughness with which the scholars generally, 
under her guidance, have pursued their studies. This is a large 
school for one teacher. Some scholar cr class is often left unnec- 
essarily without being favored.with all the time and attention of 
the teacher that might be given ina smaller school. If in the 
spring term, at least, this school would be graded, and a primary 
department committed to another teacher, it would be better for all 
concerned. 


DISTRICT NO. 2. 


Of this School, Miss Clara A. Jenness of this town, has been the 
teacher through the year, as she was the year previous. The bene- 
fits of retaining a well qualified teacher for a longer time than one 
year, have here been evident. Miss Jenness has well sustained her 
reputation as an efficient and faithful teacher. I have been pleased. 
with the decided improvement manifested by the school. There 
has been here, especially in the winter term, an unusually large pro- 
portion of older scholars; eleven out of forty-eight being from 15 
to 19 years of age. This is ight. Let not our youg people be 
compelled by fashion, or any foolish fancy, to leave their schook 
studies so long as they can pursue them with advantage. The 
Spring Term was brought to a premature close by the prevalence 


10 


“of scatlet fever in the district. This occasioned an unusually long 
Fall and Winter term. 


DISTRICT NO. 3. 


This School has proceeded quietly and prosperously through the 
three terms of the year, under the care of Miss Abbie L. Dennis of 
‘Chester. She has had considerable experience as a teacher, and 
has proved diligent and faithfal. The members of this school are, 
on an average, younger than those in the districts above mentioned. 
‘In some of the classes there was not quite that thoroughness that 
sis ever desirable. The avcrage attendance has been better than the 
-year before. 


DISTRICT NO. 4. 


Of the Spring Term of this School, Miss Hattie M. Fellows of 
«this town, took the charge. The term began well, but she was 
eobliged, by ill health, to suspend the school after seven weeks du- 
aration, and did not return to it. The Fall .term was committed to 
the chargeof Miss Elma lL. Gordon of Danville. Quiet and dili- 


gence seem to have marked the term, and a commendable degree of 


thoroughness was shown by most of the scholars at the closing ex- 
:aminiation in the studies they had been pursuing. 

I have thus spoken of all our teachers and schools in the way of 
ecommendation. According to the ordinary standard of excellence 
‘we generally have in view, they have stood above the average. 
“But let it not be understood that everything has been perfect, that 
‘there have been no faults to be corrected, nor any higher advance- 


“ment to be attempted. ‘The world is advancing; our country is ad- 


vancing in extent and resources. Every man needs a better edu- 
-eation to fulfil as he should, the duties of a citizen, than was de- 
-manded in former times. It is not enough that our schools contin- 
ue about as they have been. Weare too apt to besatisfied with 
running, or rather jogging along, in the eld rut. There are new 
ways adopted in these days in the work of school management. Let 
us not disregard them because they are new, but ‘be ready ‘* to 
He ove all things, and hold fast that which is good.” 

But if true advancement is meant, the last thing to be thought of 
~ would be to rush rapidly over the lessons of the text book, and 


OB tiry on to a book of a higher grade before the first one has been 
-half learned. Let our scholars labor diligently, but not be in a hur- 


ry; learning well what they attempt to learn at all; so learning as 
-fo understand and remember the thin gs. learned. 


“{t is the teacher’s business to correct errors and faults in the 
»scholars; not only errors in spelling, reading and the recitations, 
but faults in the manner of reading, tone of voice, deportment, &c. 
Let her be allowed to point out plainly the faults they may be ad- 
dicted to, and drill them till the faults;are fcorrected; and if she 
must sometime imitate the fault, that she mayshow by contrast 
what. the right way is, let not the one corrected be offended, or fan- 
. cy the teacher is disposed to mock him. 


A word upon the length of time during which children are able to 
give close, unflagging attention to study. Many teachers of olden 
time attempted, by thecry of “‘ study your book!” and by the rod or 
_ferule ready at hand, to hold the children of all ages in school up to 
the point of intent study for some five hours a day. And there are 
/ parents in our day, who, if they see young children playing around 
the school-house in school hours, for any length of time, imagine 
that the school is getting along in a very slip-shod and _ profitless 
way. But all this is a mistake. The brain gets tired by 

long continued action. The child may begin study in the morning 
- fresh and vigorous, but after he has studied awhile, and studied 
hard, perhaps his brain becomes weary, and a voluntary and intelli- 
. gent attention to his studies will become ere long impossible. It 
_has been stated by certain of the most eminent educators, after 
. careful and repeated observation, that with. children from 5 to 7 
years of age, the limits of such attention as I have described, will, 
on an average, be about fifteen minutes; from 7 to 12 years of age, 
twenty or thirty minutes; and from 12 to 16 years, from three-quar- 
ters of an hour to an hour and a half. If kept at study without rest 
ing; beyond that time they will not learn toany good purpose. The 
mischief and disorder that sometimes appear in schools are often 
owing to this weariness of mind after study, than to any bad dispo- 
sition inthe scholars. What then is a teacher to do? I would an- 
swer; give the young children frequent recesses, divert the attention 
of the school by singing, or some exercise easy to understand on 
the blackboard; or let the writing book be brought forward, or 
‘some form of gymnastics be practiced—anything to divert and rest 
the mind. Then the scholars willbe prepared to take hold of study 
with new zest. Especially see tothe ventilation of the school- 
room. Nothing will make everybody in school languid and stupid 
like a confined and poisoned atmosphere. And this reminds me to 
say that, in school or any where else, we shall prosper in health and 
. the work of life according*as we regard those physical laws which 
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the Creator has ordained for our observance. And if "HS physical 
laws yield profit to the obedient, much more will his moral Jaws. 
‘‘By them is thy. servant warned, and in keeping them there is 
great reward. 


‘ 


Respectfully submitted, 
, Ww. C. JACKSON, 
BRENTWOOD, Feb. 20, 1875. Supt. School Committee. 
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TABULAR VIEWS. 
TEACHERS, TERMS, SCHOLARS, ETC. 
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